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There is  a rapid awakening throughout the United 
S tates to a need for adequate reporting of communi
cable d iseases  in anim als, particularly  those 
d isea se s  which may be transm itted to man. Several 
S tates now have system s for reporting and are 
working to improve their system s by solving the 
problems which they have encountered.

The Indiana program is  being developed to im
prove methods of reporting by the veterinarian , to 
in itia te  an organized procedure for handling the 
data , to provide regular reports to the veterinarian 
and other in terested  p a rtie s , and finally to render, 
or a s s is t  in rendering, ind icated  se rv ices  in com
municable d isea se  control based on the information 
gained from the reporting. The su ccess  of such 
a program depends upon the en thusiastic  coopera
tion of the veterinary p ro fession , the State health  
departm ent, the State departm ent of agriculture, 
the chief State livestock san ita ry  o ffic ia ls , other 
in terested  agencies, and the farmer or other owner 
of a iim als.

The ten tative program w as submitted to the 
Indiana veterinary profession through the medium of 
local m eetings in the nine veterinary d is tr ic ts  of 
the S ta te . Each d is tric t voted to participate in and 
to support such a program. It was presented at 
jo in t m eetings of county m edical so c ie tie s  and 
veterinarians in conjunction with the development 
of local rab ies control programs. Subsequent to 
talks on the d iagnosis and therapy of rab ies in 
man and anim als, the need for more accurate in
formation on rab ies in anim als, esp ec ia lly  c lin ical 
c a se s , was shown. The possib le  value of sim ilar 
information for other d ise a se s  of animals was d is
cussed . M ethods were dem onstrated for the prep
aration of s p e c i m e n s  for m a i l i n g  and their 
subsequent laboratory confirmation for rab ies .

A Veterinary D isease Report Form has been 
designed for use  by Indiana veterinarians in such 
reporting. The top half of the obverse side  and the 
bottom half of the reverse side of this form are

♦ V e te r in a r y  P u b l i c  H e a l th  S e r v i c e s ,  C D C .
♦ ♦ E p id e m io lo g ic  S e r v i c e s ,  C D C .

shown in figure 1. A ddresses of veterinarians are 
printed by addressograph plate  on the reverse  side 
of both the top half and the bottom half. Code num
bers for machine tabulation have been incorporated 
in the p la te  to denote the reporting veterinarian , 
the city or county, a id  the State. The date denot
ing the end of the reporting period will a lso  be 
s t a m p e d  on the card before i t  is  sen t to the 
veterinarian.

T h is card w ill be mailed to the veterinarian  near 
the end of each reporting period. It will appear on 
h is  desk as current busin ess  mail at the appro
priate time. Very few m inutes will be required to 
fill in the desired  information, sign the card, and 
drop the bottom half in the outgoing m ail. T h is 
form does no t provide information concerning the 
identification  of the animal or its  owner, but where 
d ise a se s  are not p resen t in eqizootic proportions, 
th is  information would be of questionable value . 
When d isease s  do occur in sign ifican t numbers 
and control m easures or investigations are to  be 
in stig a ted , the veterinarian w ill be contacted to 
confirm the number of c a se s  and estab lish  their 
p rec ise  location, their ow nership, and re la ted  
information.

T h is method for the collection of data provides 
a m easure of the com pleteness o f  reporting and 
should lead to the compilation of data  which will 
be comparable between areas and time in tervals. 
Perfection  cannot be expected overnight. Useful 
information concerning the re la tive  incidence and 
prevalence of the most common d ise a se s  may be 
an tic ipated  at an early s tage . T his is  a voluntary 
program. The re su lts , through the medium of re
ports to the veterinarians and the provision of ajd 
in epizootic control, must justify  the program to 
all concerned.

Some additional S tates are in terested  in develop
ing programs for the reporting of animal d ise a se s , 
especially  those d ise a se s  which may be transm itted 
to man. The defense im plications of such a program 
provide additional incentive for its  establishm ent 
in key S tates throughout the United S ta tes. The
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unified cooperation of professional, S tate, and estab lishm ent of such p ro -a m s , and their su c c e s s
federal organizations w ill be prerequ isite  to the w ill be measured by the serv ices rendered.

F ig u r e  1
PORTIONS OF THE NEWLY DESIGNED VETERINARY DISEASE REFORT FORM

( t o p  h a l f ,  o b v e r s e  s i d e )

VETERINARY MORBIDITY REPORT

A ll  d i s e a s e s  o f  a n im a ls  which can  be t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  man may become o f  ep id em ic  o r  
e p i z o o t i c  i n p o r t a n c e  u n der  t h e  r i g h t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  Those d i s e a s e s  c o n s i d e r e d  most 
l i k e l y  to  o c c u r  have  b een  l i s t e d .  You may have  o c c a s i o n  to  r e p o r t  o t h e r s  s u c h  as:  

r in g w o rm  p s i t t a c o s i s
t r i c h i n o s i s  g l a n d e r s
i n f e c t i o u s  m a s t i t i s  t u l a r e m i a
s w in e  i n f l u e n z a
b r u c e l l o s i s  and tu b e r c u l o s i s  in  an im als  o th e r  th an  c a t t l e  

E x t r a  space has been p ro v id ed  fo r  t h i s  pu rpose .

Your v o lu n t a r y  c o o p e r a t io n  i s  needed .  T h is  form h as  been d e s ig n e d  to  c o n s e r v e  your 
tim e and e f f o r t .  I t s  com ple tion  and prompt r e t u r n  w i l l  be g r e a t l y  a p p re c i a te d .

( b o t t o m  h a l f ,  r e v e r s e  s i d e )

ANIMAL 0ISEASS: REPORT

E n t e r e d  i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s q u a r e s  a r e  t h e  num bers  o f  c a s e s  o f  a n im a l  d i s e a s e s  
t r a n s m i s s i b l e  to  man p e r s o n a l l y  o b s e r v e d  by me d u r i n g  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d
e n d in g

D.V.M.
( s ig n a tu r e )

John  R. Dae, D. V. M. 
12 High S t r e e t  
B ro w n sv ille , In d ia n a

124-002-13

D ise a s e s Swine C a t t l e Sheep Morses Dogs P o u l t r y

R ab ies ,  c l i n i c a l
E ry s ip e la s
L e p to s p i r o s i s
Encephalom yeli t i s
Anthrax
O the rs
O the rs

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS CARD PROMPTLY EVEN THOUGH YOU HAVE NO DISEASES TO 
REPORT.
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